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"The  heavens  are  telling  Jehovah's  glory 
And  bear  through  space  His  name  divine; 
The  sea  of  His  mighty  power  tells  the  story, 
Give  heed,  Oh  man,  and  read  the  sign." 


These  four  lines  from  a  non-Mormon 
hymn  are  an  expressive  answer  to  those 
who  require  "a  sign"  before  they  will  be- 
lieve, who  say,  "Prove  to  me  that  God 
exists,  and  then  I  will  believe  it."  There 
are  many  people  in  the  world  today  who 
have  this  attitude.  People  who  do  not 
realize  that  it  would  be  easy  for  our 
Heavenly  Father  to  give  us  concrete  proof 
of  His  existence,  but  that  this  is  not  His 
will,  for  His  plan  is  to  prove  us  by  leaving 
us  to  live  here  by  faith. 

He  has  given  us  many  things,  however, 
to  help  increase  our  faith,  and  one  of  these 
is  the  creation  on  which  we  dwell.  People 
in  all  ages  have  realized  that  the  earth  is  a 


witness  of  its  Creator.  Shakespeare,  pos- 
sibly, realized  it  when  he  put  the  following 
words  into  the  mouth  of  one  of  his  charac- 
ters: "And  this  our  life,  exempt  from  public 
haunts,  finds  tongues  in  trees,  books  in  run- 
ning brooks,  sermons  in  stones,  and  good 
in  everything."' 

Alma  realized  it.  Korihor  the  Anti- 
Christ  was  one  of  those  who  required 
"proof"  before  he  would  believe,  and  when 
he  was  arraigned  before  Alma,  he  said,  "If 
thou  wilt  show  unto  me  a  sign,  that  I  may 
be  convinced  that  there  is  a  God,  yea,  show 
unto  me  that  he  hath  power,  and  then  will 
I  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  thy  words." 
(Continued  on  page  154) 
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'TANRANKAI,    JAPAN.    In  an 

effort  to  give  several  thousand 
townspeople  at  a  glance,  a  clear, 
concise,  and  well-rounded  view  of 
the  Church  and  the  Restored 
Gospel,  a  three-weeks  long  ex- 
hibit, or  "tanrankai"  as  it  is 
called  in  Japanese,  was  recently 
presented  in  the  Ishikawa  Pre- 
fecture, Japan. 

In  large  measure  it  was  because 
of  the  desirable  material  ex- 
hibited that  the  missionaries 
were  able  to  rent  three  of  the 
most  suitable  buildings  in  the 
three  cities,  where  it  was  shown. 
By  means  of  charts,  posters,  table 
displays,  and  other  types  of  ex- 
hibits, the  Book  of  Mormon,  the 
organizations  of  the  Church,  and 
the  Word  of  Wisdom  were  care- 
fully explained. 

The  benefit  that  the  members 
and  the  investigators  derived 
from  doing  the  work,  which  took 
them  three  months,  has  been  in- 
estimable and  gratifying  to  the 
missionaries  who  directed  the 
affair. 

The  three  months  were  busily 
spent  in  painting  and  writing 
charts,  building  scale  models  of 
Church  buildings  and  temples, 
and  doing  a  host  of  related  tasks. 

The  missionaries  were  fortun- 
ate to  have  several  boys  who 
were  able  to  translate  the  written 
material  from  English  to  Japan- 
ese. Needless  to  say,  the  members 
and  and  investigators  learned  a 
great  deal  about  the  Gospel  by 
working  on  their  assignments. 

Every  available  means,  Japan- 
ese style,  were  used  to  advertise 
the  exhibit.  Motor  vehicles  with 
loud-speaking  systems  were  em- 
ployed. The  radio  and  news- 
papers also  gave  good  publicity. 
The  members  and  investigators 
painted  approximately  1300 
attractive  posters,  and  these  were 
spread  throughout  the  three 
towns  in  which  the  exhibition 
was  held. 

About   10,000  tracts    were    dis- 


tributed, and  in  addition  to  the 
thousands  of  persons  who  heard 
or  read  about  the  Church,  the 
missionaries  counted  nearly 
5,000  persons  who  came  to  see, 
study  and  hear  about  the  Gospel. 

EXCAVATION  TO  BEGIN  ON 
L.A.  TEMPLE.  First  excavation 
for  the  foundations  and  base- 
ments of  the  Los  Angeles  Temple 
will  begin  the  latter  part  of  this 
week,  according  to  construction 
superintendent,  Soren  Jacobsen. 

Preparatory  work  to  provide 
space  and  facilities  for  the  stor- 
age and  working  areas  was 
started  on  Monday.  This  work 
is  expected  to  take  about  six 
weeks.  Meanwhile  the  actual  ex- 
cavation will  be  started.  The 
preparatory  work  includes  the  re- 
routing of  gas  and  water  pipe 
lines,  the  grading  down  of  streets 
and  installation  of  equipment 
such  as  saw  sheds  and  cement 
mixers. 

Mr.  Jacobsen  and  his  staff  are 
now  engaged  in  moving  into  the 
large  home  on  the  property,  once 
the  estate  of  movie  star  Harold 
Lloyd.  Carpenters  are  busy  mak- 
ing offices  and  storage  rooms  out 
of  the  once  luxurious  halls.  The 
building  will  be  removed  when 
the  temple  is  completed.  Until 
then  it  will  serve  as  headquarters 
for  the  construction  staff. 

STORY  OF  BOOK  OF  MOR- 
MON THRILLS  100,000  AT 
PALMYRA.  Facing  eastward  to- 
ward a  black  silhouette  of  steep 
hillside,  20,000  people  sat,  nearly 
in  silence,  and  waited  on  August 
8.   1952. 

Hidden  searchlights  picked 
out  four  white-clad  figures  on  the 
hill's  crest  and  the  sound  of 
trumpets  blared  out  over  the 
valley. 

It  was  the  beginning  of  the 
sacred  pageant,  "America's  Wit- 
ness for  Christ,"  presented  for 
the  nth  year  by  the  Eastern 
States  Mission  of  the  Church. 
(Continued  on  page  150) 


148 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 


October.   195J. 


History    of 


Come  Come  |9e  faints; 


HYMN  BY  WILLIAM  CLAYTON 


Come,  come,  ye  Saints,  no  toil  nor  labour 
fear, 
But  with  joy  wend  your  way 
Tho'  hard  to  you  this  journey  may  appear, 

Grace  shall  be  as  your  day. 
'Tis  better  far  for  us  to  strive 
Our  useless  cares  from  us  to  drive; 
Do  this,  and  joy  your  hearts  will  swell — 
All  is  well!  All  is  well! 

Why  should  we  mourn,  or  think  our  lot  is 

hard? 
'Tis  not  so;  all  is  right! 
Why  should  we    think    to    earn    a    great 

reward, 
If  we  now  shun  the  fight? 
Gird  up  your  loins,  fresh  courage  take, 

Our  God  will  never  us  forsake; 
And  soon  we'll  have  this  truth  to  tell — 

All  is  well!  All  is  well! 

We'll  find  the  place  which  God  for  us  pre- 
pared. 
Far  away  in  the  West; 

Where  none  shall  come  to  hurt  or  make 
afraid; 
There  the  Saints  will  be  blessed. 

We'll  make  the  air  with  music  ring — 

Shout  praises  to  our  God  and  King; 

Above  the  rest  each  tongue  will  tell — 
All  is  well!  All  is  well! 

And  should  we   die  before  our  journey's 
through, 
Happy  day!  All  is  well! 
We  then  are  free  from  toil  and  sorrow  too; 

With  the  just  we  shall  dwell. 
But  if  our  lives  are  spared  again 
To  see  the  Saints,  their  rest  obtain, 
O  how  we'll  make  this  chorus  swell — 
All  is  well!  All  is  well! 
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THE  HYMN 

Although  it  has  been  generally  believed 
that  the  writing  of  "Come,  Come,  Ye 
Saints"  took  place  on  the  pioneer  journey 
between  Winter  Quarters  and  Salt  Lake 
City,  the  hymn  really  was  written  while 
the  company  of  Brigham  Young,  of  which 
William  Clayton  was  a  member,  was  at  or 
near  Locust  Creek,  about  forty-three  days 
out  on  the  journey  from  Nauvoo  to  Winter 
Quarters.  William  Clayton's  diary  has  a 
very  brief  note  concerning  it  under  the 
date  of  Wednesday,  April  15,  1846:  "This 
morning  I  composed  a  new  song — All  is 
Well." 

As  far  as  known  this  is  the  only  reference 
to  the  origin  of  the  hymn  recorded  in  any 
of  the  writings  of  the  author  or  other 
Pioneers.  In  the  Relief  Society  Magazine 
(Vol.  8,  page  57,  1921),  the  following  story 
is  told:  "President  Young,  feeling  great 
anxiety  because  there  were  murmurings 
in  the  camp  of  Israel,  called  Elder  William 
Clayton  aside  and  said:  'Brother  Clayton, 
I  want  you  to  write  a  hymn  that  people 
can  sing  at  their  campfires,  in  the  evening; 
something  that  will  give  them  succor  and 
support,  and  help  them  to  fight  the  many 
troubles  and  trials  of  the  journey.  Elder 
Clayton  withdrew  from  the  camp  and  in 
two  hours  returned  with  the  hymn 
familiarly  known  as  'Come,  Come,  Ye 
Saints.'  His  personal  testimony  is  to  the 
effect  that  ...  it  was  written  under  the 
favour  and  inspiration  of  the  Lord." 

This  story,  or  something  like  it,  has  been 
published  many  times,  but  some  have  ques- 
tioned its  authenticity,  because  William 
Clayton  made  no  mention  of  it  in  his  diary, 
and  because  there  seems  to  be  no  original 
record  of  the  incident.  But  whether  or  not 
it  is  authentic,  the  song  served  the  purpose 
named  in  President  Young's  purported  re- 
quest: it  was  sung  in  the  evening  at  the 
camp-fires;  it  gave  succor  and  support  to 
the  pioneers,  and  helped  them  to  lay  aside 
useless  cares  and  to  "fight  the  many 
troubles  and  trials  of  the  journey." 

Many  pathetic  incidents  have  been  told 
of  the  Pioneer  treks.  President  Heber  J. 
Grant,  in  an  article  on  "Our  Favourite 
Hymns,"  published  in  The  Improvement 
Era,  volume  17,  part  2,  1914,  writes  that 
Oscar  Winters,  his  father-in-law,  related  to 
him  the  following  story: 

"One  night,  as  we  were  making  camp,  we 
noticed  one  of  our  brethren  had  not  arrived 
and  a  volunteer  party  was  immediately  organ- 
ized to  return  and  see  if  anything  had  happened 
to  him.     Just  as  we  were  about  to  start,  we 


saw  the  missing  brother  coming  in  the  distance. 
When  he  arrived  he  said  he  had  been  quite 
sick;  so  some  of  us  unyoked  his  oxen  and 
attended  to  his  part  of  the  camp  duties.  After 
supper,  he  sat  down  before  the  camp-fire  on  a 
large  rock  and  sang  in  a  very  faint  and  plaintive 
and  sweet  voice,  the  hymn  'Come,  Come,  Ye 
Saints.'  It  was  a  rule  of  the  camp  that  when- 
ever anybody  started  this  hymn  all  in  the  camp 
should  join,  but  for  some  reason  this  evening 
nobody  joined  him.  He  sang  the  hymn  alone. 
When  he  had  finished  I  doubt  if  there  was  a 
single  dry  eye  in  the  camp.  The  next  morning 
we  noticed  that  he  was  not  yoking  up  his 
cattle.  We  went  to  his  wagon  and  found  that 
he  had  died  during  the  night.  We  dug  a  shallow 
grave  and  after  we  had  covered  the  body  with 
the  earth  we  rolled  the  large  stone  to  the  head 
of  the  grave  to  mark  it — the  stone  on  which  he 
had  been  sitting  the  night  before  when  he  sang: 
'And  should  we  die  before  our  journey's  through 
—Happy  Day !  All  is  Well  .  .  ' 
•  "I  noticed  tears  in  my  father-in-law's  eyes 
when  he  finished  relating  this  incident,"  con- 
tinued President  Grant,  "and  I  imagined  the 
reason  he  did  not  relate  to  me  another  far  more 
touching  incident  to  him  was  the  fear  that  he 
might  break  down.  I  subsequently  learned  that 
after  he  had  been  located  for  some  time  in 
Pleasant  Grove,  he  came  to  Salt  Lake  with  his 
team  and  with  a  cheerful  heart  to  meet  his 
mother.  When  the  acompany  arrived  he  learned 
that  she,  too.  had  died  before  her  journey's  end 
and  was  sleeping  in  an  unknown  grave  on  the 
vast  plams  between  here  and  the  Missouri  River. 
Some  years  later  when  engineers  of  the  Burling- 
ton Railroad  were  surveying  the  route  in 
Nebraska,  they  ran  across  a  piece  of  wagon  tire 
sticking  in  the  ground  with  the  word  'Winters' 
chiseled  upon  it.  They  immediately  surmised, 
knowing  they  were  on  the  old  Mormon  Pioneer 
trail,  that  the  piece  of  wagon  tire  must  mark 
the  grave  of  one  of  the  Pioneers,  so  they  very 
considerately  went  back  several  miles  and 
changed  the  line  of  the  road  so  as  to  miss  the 
grave,  and  sent  an  account  of  what  they  dis- 
covered to  the  Deseret  News,  asking  if  any 
one  knew  about  the  grave.  The  railroad  com- 
pany has  since  built  a  neat  little  fence  about 
the  grave,  and  the  Winters  family  have  erected 
a  little  monument  of  temple  granite  on  which 
is  chiseled  the  fourth  verse  of  "Come,  Come,  Ye 
Saints." 

"Come.  Come,  Ye  Saints,"  within  the 
small  space  of  its  four  stanzas,  epitomizes 
the  wearying  hardships,  the  unfaltering 
faith,  the  indomitable  courage,  the  un- 
conquerable spirit  of  the  Mormon  Pioneers. 

Truly,  "Come,  Come,  Ye  Saints"  is 
worthy  to  be  classed  among  the  great 
hymns  of  Christian  literature,  because  the 
poet  has  caught  the  spirit  and  sentiment  of 
an  oppressed  people  and  crystallized  them 
into  simple  verse  which  arouses  the  interest 
of  the  multitude. 

THE  TUNE 
The  tune  to  "All  is  Well"  is  of  English 
origin,  and  was  brought    down    by    oral 
tradition   until   its   appearance   in   "Union 
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Harmony"  and  "Original  Sacred  Harp," 
early  Southern  publications.  It  was  derived 
from  the  folk  song,  "Good  Morning,  Gossip 
Joan,''  which  still  persists  in  Virginia  oral 
tradition  as  "Good  Morning,  Neighbour 
Jones."  In  1844.  two  years  before  the 
exodus,  J.  T.  White  of  Georgia,  revised  the 
song,  giving  it  more  emotional  vigour. 

CONCERNING  THE  AUTHOR 

William  Clayton,  a  native  of  Pen- 
wortham,  Lancanshire,  England,  first  saw 
the  light  of  day,  July  17,  1814.  The  earliest 
missionaries  who  visited  England  in  1837 
found  an  ardent  convert  in  young  Clayton 
and  he  was  soon  baptized,  ordained  to  the 
Priesthood  and  set  apart  as  a  missionary. 
In  March,  1838,  upon  the  return  of  Apostles 
Heber  C.  Kimball  and  Orson  Hyde  to 
America,  William  Clayton  became  second 
counsellor  to  President  Joseph  Fielding, 
holding  that  position  until  1840.  In  the 
meantime  he  closed  up  his  private  business 
and  devoted  himself  to  missionary  work  in 
Manchester,  where  at  the  end  of  eighteen 
months  he  reported  240  members  in  the 
branch  he  had  established  there.  He 
emigrated  to  America  September  8,  1840, 
sailing  on  the  good  ship  North  America, 
arriving  in  New  York  October  11,  and  in 
Nauvoo  November  24.  1840.  He  first  located 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River 
and  in  July.  1841,  became  clerk  of  the  High 
Council  of  Iowa.  His  ability  was  soon 
recognized  and  moving  to  Nauvoo  he  suc- 
ceeded Willard  Richards  as  the  Prophet's 
secretary,  became  clerk  and  recorder  of  the 
Nauvoo  Temple,  and  was  elected  treasurer 
of  the  city  of  Nauvoo.  The  L.  D.  S.  Bio- 
graphical Encyclopedia  contains  the  fol- 
lowing: "  He  .  .  .  was  an  intimate  associate 
and  tried  and  trusted  friend  of  the  Prophet 
to  whom  he  continued  to  act  as  private 
secretary  up  to  the  time    of    the    latter 's 


martyrdom.  Whil(>  labouring  in  that 
capacity  he  transcribed  the  revelation  on 
celestial  marriage  and  other  revelations 
under  the  Prophet's  dictation  and  direc- 
tion." 

With  President  Young's  company  he  left 
Nauvoo  in  1846,  became  one  o^  the  original 
pioneers  of  1847  under  the  leadership  of 
Bringham  Young,  and  was  clerk  of  the 
camp.  He  returned  east  the  same  year  and 
in  1848  came  back  to  the  valley  where  he 
resided  until  his  demise,  which  occurred 
December  4.  1879. 

Various  ofTices  of  confidential  and  public 
trust  were  held  by  William  Clayton.  All 
offices  were  conducted  with  the  skill  and 
integrity  characteristic  of  the  man. 

Musically  inclined,  he  was  prominently 
connected  with  the  Nauvoo  Brass  Band  and 
played  second  violin  in  the  first  Salt  Lake 
Theatre  orchestra.  This  divine  art  has 
manifested  itself  to  a  high  degree  in  his 
large  and  talented  posterity.  In  addition  to 
"Come.  Come.  Ye  Saints"  he  wrote  another 
song  beloved  by  the  Latter-day  Saints: 
"When  First  the  Glorious  Light  of  Truth." 
Of  this  hymn,  President  Grant  in  the 
article  referred  to  says: 

"As  long  as  I  live  I  shall  never  forget  the  won- 
derful impression  and  the  spirit  that  accom- 
panied the  singing  of  this  hymn  at  the  funeral 
of  Brother  Clayton  in  the  Fourteenth  Ward 
when  Brother  John  Lewis,  a  writer  of  music  of 
some  of  our  hymns,  led  the  choir  and  the 
Saints.  The  congregation  arose  and  sang  this 
hymn  and  I  felt  that  the  inspiration  of  the  Lord 
and  of  the  man  who  wrote  it  (whose  remains 
were  lying  before  us),  was  there  with  us. 
I  had  never  befaie,  nor  have  I  since,  been  so 
impressed  with  any  other  congregational  hymn 
or  with  this  one  as  at  Brother  Clayton's 
funeral." 

The  Journal  of  William  Clayton,  pub- 
lished in  1921,  though  long  delayed,  is 
among  the  most  valuable  documents  of 
Pioneer  history. 

Article  from  the  book:  "Stories  of  Latter- 
day  Saint  Hymns,"  by  George  D.  Pyper. 


(Continued  from  page  147; 

It  is  adapted  from  passages  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon  which  gives 
the  historical  record  of  -America's 
earliest  human  inhabitants  and 
further  proof  of  the  divinity  of 
Christ. 

Turning  the  little  town  of 
Pa'myra  into  a  gathering  place 
for  100,000  in  a  three-day  period 
each  August,  the  pageant  is  a 
tribute  to  The  energy  and  en- 
thusiasm of  the  Mormon  mis- 
sionaries whose  most  spectacular 
annual  project  it  is. 
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WEDDING     CAKE 

Submitted  by  Dorothy  Somerville 


U  lbs.  flour 

10  eggs 

1  lb.  small  seeded  raisins 

2  ozs.  crystalized  pineapples 
i  lb.  chopped  almonds 

i  tsp.  bicarb. 

I  lb.  mixed  peel 

1  lb.  butter 
Method : 


2  lbs.  currants 

^  lb.  sugar 

2  lbs.  sultanas 

i  lb.  cherries 

2  ozs.  ginger 

2  tsp.  B.P. 

2  tsp.  mixed  spice. 


Cream  the  butter  and  sugar.  Cream  well  together.  Sift 
the  flour,  baking  powder.  Beat  eggs  well.  Roll  fruit  in  a 
little  flour,  taken  for  the  H  lbs.  Note,  add  flour  alternatively 
with  eggs  to  the  butter  and  sugar.  Add  fruits,  nuts  and  spice, 
mixing  well  all  the  time.  Bake  in  an  oven  350  deg.  F.  for 
5  to  6  hours.  This  makes  a  large  bottom  tier.  Half  quantity 
for  middle  and  top  tier. 
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JOHN  CHRISTOPHER  SHAIV  TELFORD,  left 
Bulawayo   for   England,    in   August,    1952. 

SISTERS  YVONNE  MATTHEWS  and  PATRICIA 
MURPHY,  sailed  aboard  the  Winchester  Castle, 
on  September  19,  1952.  They  have  not  forgotten 
nor  will  they  forget  you  people  here  and  they 
wish  to  express  their  appreciation  to  you. 

"To  the  members  of  the  South  African  Mission 
I  bid  farewell  and  want  to  thank  you  for  the 
testimony  I  have  gained  in  associating  with  you. 
May  God  bless  3'ou  with  all  the  righteous  desires 
of  vour  heart.     I  shall  always  remember  you. 

Yvonne. 

"To  you  here  at  home,  may  you  all  grow  in  the 
gospel.  I  will  always  remember  your  sincere 
kindness  and  pray  that  you  will  all  receive  the 
blessings  which  follow  such  deeds.  This  is  not 
goodbye,  but  "To'siens,"  and  God  bless  you  till 
we   meet  again."   - —  Pat. 

BROTHER  WILLIAM  WOOD,  who  left  Cape 
Town  on  September  5,  1952  aboard  the  Carnar- 
von Castle,  will  meet  Sisters  Yvonne  and  Pat  in 
London  England.  The  three  of  them  will  leave 
Southampton  for  America  on  October  8,  1952, 
aboard  the  Liberte. 

These  people  have  been  a  great  asset  to  the 
South  African  Mission  and  we  wish  them  the  best 
of  luck  in  their  new  life. 
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by 

Elder  Richard 
La  Mar  Wilson 


"The  sky  was  red  when  the  sun  rose  this 
morning  .  .  .  It's  going  to  rain  to-day,"  said 
the  old  man,  as  he  walked  out  the  front 
door. 

"How  can  he  be  so  sure?"  I  thought,  as  I 
sat  reflecting  on  his  words. 

Walking  over  to  the  window  I  peered  out 
at  the  sun  drenched  world.  "Rain  to-day? 
— Never — some  of  these  people  really  think 
they  are  weather  men,''  I  mused,  sitting 
down  and  picking  up  my  book  again. 

The  curtain  began  to  dance  a  little  jig  as 
a  breeze  edged  its  way  through  the  open 
window.  As  my  reading  continued  I  noticed 
the  curtain's  jig  had  turned  into  a  fast 
jitter-bug  in  tempo  with  the  wind.  In  a 
few  minutes  the  curtain  was  flapping  its 
long  green  edges  at  me  in  a  violent  motion. 
Rising,  I  walked  over  to  close  the  window. 
As  I  closed  the  window,  the  sun  drenched 
world  again  smiled  in  my  face.  "No  rain 
today,"  I  thought.  As  I  turned  to  go,  my 
eyes  caught  the  glimpse  of  dark  billowing 
clouds  in  the  distant  horizon.  I  then  noticed 
a  slight  chill  in  the  air.  "Well,  maybe  the 
old  "bearded  barometer"  is  going  to  be 
right  for  a  change,"  I  told  myself. 

As  I  sat  trying  to  figure  out  how  the  old 
man  came  to  make  such  a  statement,  as — 
"It's  going  to  rain  to-day,"  I  noticed  that  a 
few  of  those  black  little  tormenters  called 
"flies"  were  beginning  to  collect  on  the 
window  screen.  "The  old  man  probably 
felt  it  in  his  bones.    They  say  old  folks  can 


feel  it.  Wonder  why  we  young  punks 
can't?"  I  reasoned. 

Walking  to  the  window  I  peered  out 
inquisitively  again,  but  the  world  didn't 
return  my  glances  with  a  sunny  smile;  it 
was  dull  and  gray  this  time.  Dark  clouds 
filled  the  sky.  "The  old  bloke  is  going  to 
be  right — sure  looks  like  rain,"  I  mumbled. 

As  I  stood  looking  out  of  my  glass  in- 
closure  the  birds  in  the  garden  flew  to  the 
shelter  of  a  nearby  tree.  For  some  reason 
they  no  longer  chirped  and  chattered. 
They  were  silent  like  the  rest  of  God's 
creations  paying  their  mute  tribute  to 
Mother  Nature.  The  whole  world  seemed 
deathly  quiet  for  a  few  minutes  and  then 
...  a  rain  drop  skidded  across  the  window 
.  .  .  another  drop  followed  .  .  .  another  .  .  . 
and  another  .  .  .  Mother  Nature  gave  the 
world  a  good  shower  bath  as  I  stood  watch- 
ing through  the  window. 

"Strange."  I  thought.  "Wind  —  clouds  in 
the  distance  —  the  chill  in  the  air — the 
calm  before  the  storm  —  what  did  they 
amount  to?"  It  suddenly  struck  me  .  .  . 
Mother  Nature  had  given  us  a  ...  .  STORM 
WARNING.  She  seldom  takes  us  by  sur- 
prise. She  deals  fair  and  square  by  letting 
us  know  in  advance. 

I  sat  down  in  my  chair  and  picked  up  my 
book,  but  didn't  do  any  reading.  My  mind 
was  winding  its  Way  back  to  a  strange 
land,  and  a  time  hundreds  of  years  before 
my  birth,  and  I  could  see  a  young  man 
walking  over  the  hills  and  valleys  near  a 
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place  known  as  Magdala.  A  young  man 
who  brought  sunshine  into  the  world  which 
was  wet  with  superstitions  and  unbeliefs. 
A  young  man  who  brought  love  to  a  hungry 
world,  health  to  the  ailing,  hope  to  the 
meek  and  lowly,  courage  to  the  weak,  ever- 
lasting life  to  those  who  would  listen,  be- 
lieve and  obey.  Christ  Jesus  was  his  name. 
On  this  particular  day  he  was  being 
approached  by  a  group  of  men  known  as 
the  Pharisees  and  with  them  the  Sadducees. 
who  again  tempted  Christ,  and  desired  Him 
that  He  would  shew  a  sign  from  heaven. 
He  answered  and  said  unto  them,  "When 
it  is  evening,  ye  say,  it  will  be  fair  weather: 
for  the  sky  is  red.  And  in  the  morning,  it 
will  be  foul  weather  to-day:  for  the  sky  is 
red  and  lowering.  O  YE  HYPOCRITES!  YE 
CAN  DISCERN  THE  FACE  OF  THE  SKY: 


And  the  time  will  come  that  war  will  be 
poured  out  upon  nil  nationsf  beginning  at  this 
place. 

For  behold,  the  Southern  States  shall  be 
divided  against  the  Northern  States,  and  the 
Southern  States  will  call  on  other  nations,  even 
the  nation  of  Great  Britain,  as  it  is  called,  and 
they  shall  call  upon  other  nations,  in  order  to 
defend  themselves  against  other  nations;  and 
then  war  shall  be  poured  out  upon  all  nations. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  after  many  days, 
slaves  shall  rise  up  against  their  masters,  who 
shall  be  marshaled  and  disciplined  for  war. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  also  that  the 
remnants  who  are  left  of  the  land  will  marshal 
themselves,  and  shall  become  exceedingly  angry, 
and  shall  vex  the  Gentiles  with  sore  vexation. 

And  thus,  with  the  sword  and  by  bloodshed 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  shall  mourn:  and 
with  famine,  and  plague,  and  earthquake,  and 
the  thunder  of  heaven,  and  the  fierce  and  vivid 
lightning  also,  shall  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth 
be  made  to  feel  the  wrath,  and  indignation,  and 
chastening  hand  of  an  Almighty  God,  until  the 


BUT  CAN  YE  NOT  DISCERN  THE  SIGNS 
OF  THE  TIMES.'" 

"How  well  that  applies  to  us  in  this  day," 
I  thought.  "To-day  we  can  determine  time 
and  fierceness  of  storms  with  our  scientific 
instruments  but  we  haven't  found  one  yet 
to  discern  the  signs  of  The  Times — just  our 
hearts,  common-sense  and  scripture,  but 
most  of  us  fail  to  use  even  these. 

I  thought  of  the  wars — rumours  of  wars — 
destructions  —  famines  —  international 
troubles.  I  thought  of  Christ  telling  the 
people  in  that  day  of  these  events. 

My  mind  then  came  down  through  time 
to  a  new  world  —  a  new  prophet  and  the 
words  of  the  Lord  to  him  in  this  day.  Christ 
speaking  to  the  Prophet  Joseph,  telling  of 
the  impending  disasters  and  wars  which 
would  sweep  the  world  .  . 

"Verily,  thus  saith  the  Lord  concerning  the 
wars  that  will  shortly  come  to  pass,  beginning  at 
the  rebellion  of  South  Carolina,  which  will 
eventually  terminate  in  the  death  and  misery 
of  many  souls; 


consumption  decreed  hath  made  a  full  end  of 
all  nations; 

That  the  cry  of  the  saints,  and  of  the  blood 
of  the  saints,  shall  cease  to  come  up  into  the 
ears  of  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth,  from  the  earth,  to 
be  avenged  of  their  enemies. 

Wherefore,  stand  ye  in  holy  places,  and  be  not 
moved,  until  the  day  of  the  Lord  come;  for  be- 
hold, it-  Cometh  quickly,  saith  the  Lord.    Amen.- 

I  thought  of  the  storm  and  the  signs  of 
its  coming. 

I  thought  of  Christ — His  words — and  the 
signs  of  His  coming. 

Could  they  be  a  .  .  .  STORM  WARNING? 

As  my  mind  returned  from  its  wander- 
ing, I  heard  the  birds  singing  outside.  I 
walked  to  the  window  and  looked  out — 
There  was  the  world  smiling  a  sunny  smile 
at  me  again.  The  storm  was  gone.  I  hadn't 
experienced  any  of  the  storm's  fierceness — 
because  I  had  been  in  a  house  that  was 
built  to  withstand  the  storm.  What  about 
you? 

REFERENCES 

J   Matt.  16:1-4. 

-  Section  87  of  the  D.  &  C. 
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Alma's  reply  was  like  the  words  quoted  at 
the  beginning  of  this  article.  He  said, 
"Thou  has  had  signs  enough,  will  ye  tempt 
your  God?  .  .  .  All  things  denote  there  is  a 
God;  yea,  even  the  earth,  and  all  things 
that  are  upon  the  face  of  it.  yea.  and  its 
motion,  yea,  and  also  all  the  planets  which 
move  in  their  regular  form  do  witness  that 
there  is  a  Supreme  Creator. "- 

Alma's  words  about  the  motion  of  the 
earth  and  all  the  planets  which  move  in 
their  regular  form  indicate  that  he  had  a 
knowledge  of  astronomy  far  is  advance  of 
that  of,  for  example,  the  Mediaeval  inhabi- 
tants of  Europe,  who  believed  that  the 
earth  was  flat  and  the  centre  of  the  uni- 
verse. To  him  tnis  knowledge  was  a  wit- 
ness of  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Creator. 

When  scientists  in  the  Old  World  began 
to  rediscover  the  scientific  truths  which 
had  been  known  to  many  in  olden  times, 
but  which  had  been  lost  to  the  earth  at  the 
time  when  "darkness  covered  the  earth, 
and  gross  darkness  the  people,"  then  many 
of  them  lost  their  faith  in  God,  because, 
they  said,  their  discoveries  merely  seemed 
to  show^  that  man  was  an  unimportant 
microscopic  being  who  had  come  into  exis- 
tence by  chance  on  one  of  the  smallest  stars 
in  a  universe  whose  size  and  complexity 
exceeded  their  wildest  dreams.  "The  con- 
flict between  science  and  religion"  was  a 
common  expression  a  few  years  ago. 

In  reality  there  can  be  no  such  conflict. 
Science  may  be  briefly  and  rather  inade- 
quately defined  as  an  exact  knowledge  of 
facts,  and  facts  cannot  conflict  with  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  circum- 
scribes, or  includes  within  its  bounds,  all 
truth.  The  truths  of  science,  therefore,  are 
a  part  of  religion,  not  opposers  of  it,  though 
the  theories  built  up  on  those  truths,  if  in- 
correct, may  conflict  with  the  gospel  and 
frequently  have  done  so.  Some  years  ago 
Darwin's  theory  of  evolution  was  accepted 
almost  universally,  yet  today,  in  the  light 
of  greater  knowledge,  as  an  article  in  a  re- 
cent issue  of  "The  Improvement  Era" 
pointed  out,  the  theory  has  been  aban- 
doned by  many,  and  has  been  modified  by 
even  its  most  enthusiastic  supporters. 

So  it  is  with  the  other  facts  of  science. 
Its  truths  must  of  necessity  be  in  harmony 
with  the  gospel,  and  today  as  more  facts 
about  the  complexity  and  the  perfection  of 


the  universe  are  being  discovered  many 
scientists  are  realizing  that  the  facts  fit  in 
best  with  the  religious  teachings  that  a 
"Master  Mind"  controls  the  universe.  A 
professor  of  geology  at  Harvard,  for  ex- 
ample, in  an  article  which  states  among 
other  things  that:  "In  this  scientific  age,  the 
answer  to  any  question  must  be  found  by 
an  appeal  to  the  facts,"  goes  on  in  the  same 
article  to  say,  "That  there  is  an  administra- 
tor of  the  universe  cannot  be  denied. "~' 

Similarly  Dr.  Robert  Millikan,  world  re- 
nowned Physicist  and  Nobel  Prize  winner 
in  1923,  wrote  in  an  article  in  1922  that:  "I 
think  you  will  not  misunderstand  me  when 
I  say  that  I  have  never  known  a  thinking 
man  who  did  not  believe  in  God,''  and  goes 
on  to  say  that  in  the  light  of  what  science 
has  revealed  about  the  universe  he  does  not 
understand  how  there  could  be  a  real 
atheist.' 

Not  only  scientifically,  but  also  in  a  way 
which  can  perhaps  be  best  described  as 
"Poetically"  l^though  the  word  does  not  ex- 
press the  exact  meaning  of  the  thought 
which  I  wish  to  convey),  do  our  Father's 
creations  witness  of  Him,  from  the  smallest 
flower  which  blooms  through  a  power 
which  is  inexplicable  to  us  to  the  great 
ocean,  which,  in  the  words  of  the  hymn, 
tells  the  story  of  His  mighty  power. 

David,  the  shepherd  boy  who  became 
king  of  Israel,  felt  this.  He  had  a  deep 
understanding  of  nature  and  a  love  for  it 
which  is  expressed  in  many  of  his  Psalms. 
In,  for  example,  the  23rd  Psalm,  which  is 
one  of  the  loveliest  expressions  of  trust  and 
faith  in  the  English  language,  we  see  his 
love  for  God's  creations  in  his  choice  of 
metaphors  —  as  in  his  use  of  "green  pas- 
tures'' and  "still  waters"  to  describe  tran- 
quility of  soul. 

With  his  love  for  and  understanding  of 
the  things  of  nature  he  inevitably  realized 
the  witnesses  they  are  for  their  Creator.  In 
one  of  his  Psalms  he  wrote:  "The  heavens 
declare  the  glory  of  God;  and  the  firma- 
ment sheweth  his  handywork.  Day  unto 
day  uttereth  speech,  and  night  unto  night 
sheweth  knowledge.  There  is  no  speech 
nor  language,  where  their  voice  is  not 
heard."'  That  is  a  lovely  expression — the 
idea  of  days  and  nights  witnessing  of  God 
in  a  language  which  can  be  understood  in 
every  nation    in    the    world;    a    language 
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which  is  inaudible  to  the  ears  of  the  body, 
and  can  only  be  heard  by  the  "ears  of  the 
understanding";  a  language  which  is  in- 
audible to  those  who  do  not  wish  to  hear  it, 
garbled  to  those  who  wish  to  misunder- 
stand it,  but  plain  and  precious  to  those 
who  desire  to  hear  it  and  to  understand  it. 

If  you  have  felt  the  thrill  which  comes 
from  beholding  the  wonder  of  a  sunrise, 
then  you  will  understand  the  words  of 
Wordsworth  on  beholding  dawn  from 
Westminster  Bridge  in  London  —  "Dull 
would  he  be  of  soul  who  could  pass  by  a 
sight  so  touching  in  its  majesty."  "Dull  of 
soul"  are  those  who  can  behold  the  wonder 
of  sunrise,  the  glory  of  sunset,  the  beauty 
in  a  flower,  the  clarity  and  brilliance  of  a 
fresh  stream,  the  light-filled  movement  of 
waves  on  a  sunny  day,  without  a  lifting  of 
heart  and  a  joy  in  the  love  shown  towards 
us  in  the  creation  of  all  these  by  our  God. 

With  our  lives  becoming  increasingly  cir- 
cumscribed by  the  man-made  creations  of 
towns  and  cities,  our  opportunities  for  the 
observation  of  the  creations  of  heaven  are 
becoming  more  and  more  limited,  yet  no 
matter  where  we  live  we  still  are  able  to 
see  perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  of  the 
glories  of  nature,  for  wherever  we  live  the 
sky  above  us  is  always  there,  and  the 
heavens  with  their  purity  of  infinite  blue 
(the  painters  of  old  usually  depicted  the 
Mother  of  Jesus  as  wearing  blue),  with 
their  majesty  and  glory  of  sunrise  and  sun- 
set, with   their  beauty  and  gentleness   of 


wind-blown  clouds  on  a  sunny  day,  or 
eerieness  of  storm-tossed  ones  on  a  moonlit 
night,  with  these  moods  and  many  others 
they  do  indeed  "tell  Jehovah's  glory."' 

The  following  lines  from  Joseph  Addison 
are  expressive  of  the  feelings  of  poets 
throughout  the  ages: 

The  spacious  firmament  on  high. 

With  all  the  blue  ethereal  sky, 

And  spangled  heavens,  a  shining  frame, 

Their  great  Original  proclaim. 

The  unwearied  sun.  from  day  to  day. 

Does  his  Creator's  power  display, 

And  publishes  to  every  land 

The  work  of  an  Almighty  hand. 

Soon  as  the  evening  shades  prevail. 

The  moon  takes  up  the  wondrous  talc. 

And  nightly  to  the  listening  earth 

Repeats  the  story  of  her  birth; 

Whilst  all  the  stars  that  round  her  burn. 

And  all  the  planets  in  their  turn. 

Confirm  the  tiding  as  they  roll, 

And  spread  the  truth  from  pole  to  pole. 

What  though  in  solemn  silence  all 

Move  round  the  dark  terrestrial  ball; 

What  though  no  real  voice  or  sound 

Amidst  their  radiant  orbs  be  foimd; 

In  reason's  ear  they  all  rejoice, 

And  utter  forth  a  glorious  voice. 

Forever  singing  as  they  shine, 

"The  hand  that  made  us  is  divine." 
REFERENCES 
'  The  Duke  in  "As  You  Like  It"  by  William 
Shakespeare. 

-  Alma  30:44. 

•'  Dr.  Kirtley  F.  Mather  in  an  article  entitled 
"God  of  Science"  quoted  in  "The  Truth 
Seeker  and  Mormonism"  by  Joseph  F. 
Merrill. 

■*■  Dr.  Robert  A.  Millikan:  "I  Believe  in 
God,"  quoted  in  "'The  Truth  Seeker  and 
Mormonism"  by  Joseph  F.  Merrill. 

-  Psalm  19:1-3. 
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STATISTICS 


BIRTHS. 

IRENE  JVBBER.  daughter,  was  born  fo  Johan- 
nes and  Anna  du  Plrssis  Jubbcr  on  the  15th  of 
July,    1932   at  Springs. 

AUBREY  GRIFFITH.  son,  was  horn  to 
Leonard  and  Gladys  Gillbec  Griffith  on  the  15th 
of  August,   1952  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

BLESSINGS. 

IRENE  JUBBER.  the  daughter  of  Johannes 
and  Anna  du  Plessis  Jubber,  was  blessed  by 
Izak  C.  Louw  on  the  31.st  of  August,  1952  in 
the  Springs  Branch. 

KEITH  JAMES  MELVILLE  SMITH,  the  son  of 
Melville  and  Cynthia  Campbell  Smith  was 
blessed  by  Elder  R.  Glen  Sherwood  on  the  14th 
of   September,    1952   in   the   Springs  branch. 

JANICE .  GAIL  MATTHEWS,  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Doreen  Lombard  Matthews,  was 
blessed  by  Elder  R.  S.  Thompson  on  the  14th 
of  September,    1952  ;it  the  Ramah  Branch. 

LIONEL  GEORGE  McKNIGHT.  the  son  of 
Ockert  and  Martha  Lourens  McKnight,  was 
blessed  by  William  H.  Brummer,  on  the  14th 
of  September,  1952  at  the  North  Western 
branch,  Johannesburg. 

AUBREY  GRIFFITH,  (he  son  of  Leonard  and 
Gladys  Gillbee  Griffith,  was  blessed  by  Clarence 
R.  DoUer,  on  the  14th  of  September,  1952  at 
the  Port  Elizabeth  branch. 


BAPTISMS. 

LYNETTE  JOY  DUNCAN,  the  daughter  of 
Louis  and  Frances  d'Aquino  Duncan,  was  bap- 
tised on  the  7th  of  September,  1952  by  her 
fa'her  I^niis  Duncan  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Elder  William  H.  Allen,  in  the  Durban 
Branch. 

MICHAEL  JOHN  TAYLOR,  the  son  of  Ronald 
and  Gloria  Matthews  Taylor,  was  baptised  and 
confirmed  on  the  14th  of  September,  1952  by 
Elder  R.  S.  Thompson,  at  the  Ramah  Branch. 

HUGH  BEVERLY  HUBERT,  the  son  of 
Bernardt  and  Vajmai  Middciton  Hubert,  was 
bap'ised  and  confirmed  on  the  14th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1952  by  his  father  Bernardt  L.  Hubert,  at 
the  Ramah  Branch. 

DAVID  CHARLES  TAYLOR,  the  son  of  Frank 
and  Dorothv  Shclver  Taylor,  was  baptised  on 
the  18th  ofSeptember,  1952  by  Elder  Dale  L. 
Prince,  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Elder  William  H.  Allen  at  Durban. 

MARRIAGES 

ROY  PALMER  RUTHERFORD  and  ERMA 
ELAINE  MUIR,  were  married  on  the  29th  of 
August,    1952   at  Johannesburg. 

ORDINATIONS. 

ABRAHAM  FILTER  FOURIE.  was  ordained  an 
Elder  by  Richard  E.  Folland  on  the  21st  of 
August,   1952  in  Salt  Lake  City. 


TRAhlSFERS   and  APPOINTMENTS 


TRANSFERS. 

Elder  LaDell  R.  Bullock  was  transferred  from 
Durban,  Natal  to  Discovery,  Transvaal  District 
on  October  1,  1952  to  labour  with  Elder  Ben  R. 
Olsen. 

Elder  Gordon  Dee  Cooper  was  transferred  from 
the  Genealogical  Office  to  Luanshya,  Northern 
Rhodesia  on  September  14,  1952  to  labour  with 
Elder  Melvin  G.  Stockdale. 

Elder  Don  W.  Manning  was  transferred  from 
Luanshya,  Northern  Rhodesia  to  Ramah, 
Transvaal  District,  on  September  20,  1952  to 
labour  with  Elder  Monroe  G.  McKay. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Elder  Clifford  A.  Cooti  was  appointed  District 
President  of   the   Durban   District   and  Branch 


President  of  the  Durban  Branch  on  October   1 , 
1952. 

Elder  Eugene  R.  Holman  was  appointed  Mission 
Historian  and  Assck.  Editor  of  the  Cumorah 
Southern  Messenger,  on  October  1,   1952. 

Elder  Don  W.  Manming  was  appointed  Super- 
vising Elder  of  the  Transvaal  on  October  1  ■ 
1952. 

Elder  Grant  E.  Obon  was  appointed  District 
President  of  Northern  Rhodesia  on  October  7, 

1952. 

Elder  Richard  L.  Wilson  was  appointed  Branch 
President  of  the  East  London  Branch  and 
District  President  of  the  East  London  District 
on   October   1.    1952. 

Brother  Douglas  Charsley  was  appointed  Branch 
President  of  the  Luanshya  Branch  on  Septem- 
ber 16,  1952. 


■  M  .^w«M.  ««»».*>  •  't.4.«> 
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LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Douglas  E.  Charsley, 

130  "E"  Avenue,  Luanshya. 

Reported  by  Jeanne  Charsley 

We  are  very  sorry  to  bid  Elder  Manning 
good-bye;  we  surely  learned  to  love  him  in 
the  few  weeks  that  he  sojourned  in 
Northern  Rhodesia. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Cecilia  van 
Deventer  on  passing  her  recent  ballet  ex- 
aminations. 

We  welcome  Brother  Douglas  E.  Charsley 
as  our  new  Branch  President.  May  the 
Lord  bless  him  and  guide  him  in  this  call- 
ing. Sister  Gertruida  Fourie,  who  has  been 
appointed  as  our  Primary  Mother,  also  has 
our  prayers  and  good  wishes. 

Sister  Fourie  has  just  undergone  an 
operation  which  is  reported  to  be  a  success. 
We  look  forward  to  the  time  when  she  will 
be  on  her  feet  again. 

The  Luanshya  branch  has  taken  Elder 
Gordon  Cooper  to  their  hearts.  We  hope 
he  enjoys  his  stay  in  Northern  Rhodesia  as 
much  as  we  intend  to  enjoy  it. 

BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Richard  A.  Madsen 
15,  Willoughby  Avenue,  North  End. 
Reported  by  Norma  Thwaits 

The  Bulawayo  Branch  is  becoming  or- 
ganized by-  degrees,  and  is  4iow  showing 
every  indication  of  becoming  a  very  fine 
little  branch. 

The  Sisters  organized  their  branch  of  the 
Relief  Society  on  the  19th  of  June,  1952, 
with  Sister  Johanna  Jubber  as  President; 
Mrs.     Dorothy    Frost    and    Sister    Lilian 


Sparks  as  First  and  Second  Counsellors, 
respectively;  and  Sister  Norma  Thwaits  as 
Secretary. 

Sister  Stephina  Ninow  of  Cape  Town, 
accompanied  by  daughter  Yvonne,  has 
been  on  holiday  here,  visiting  her  son  and 
daughter-in-law.  Brother  Bertie  and  Sister 
Louise  Ninow.  Sister  Stephina  Ninow, 
who  has  had  several  years  in  Relief  Society 
work,  attended  a  number  of  our  meetings, 
and  the  local  Sisters  were  able  to  profit  im- 
mensely from  the  sincere  advice  by  this 
dear  Sister. 

It  is  with  reluctance  that  we  had  to  say 
goodbye  to  these  visiting  Sisters  and  hope 
they  had  a  pleasant  journey  home. 

We  were  also  sorry  to  have  to  say  good- 
bye to  Elder  Wayne  Mendenhall  on  the 
24th  of  August,  Elder  Richard  Wilson  on 
the  29th  of  August,  and  Elder  Ronald  Clark 
on  the  4th  of  September. 

These  Elders  have  laboured  diligently 
amongst  us,  and  endeared  themselves  to 
us  all.  We  ask  our  Heavenly  Father's  bless- 
ing upon  them  as  they  journey  to  their  new 
fields. 

It  was  a  joy  to  welcome  Elder  Richard 
Madsen,  who  arrived  on  the  22nd  of 
August,  and  who  already  "belongs"  to  us. 

We  were  happy  to  welcome  into  the 
Church,  Brother  Jeffrey,  and  Sisters  Lilian 
and  Lorna  Sparks,  who  were  baptized  on 
the  24th  of  August. 

It  is  pleasing  to  have  Sister  Johanna 
Jubber  meeting  with  us  again,  and  we 
appreciate  the  fine  example  she  sets  us  by 
carrying  out  her  duties  so  faithfully,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  she  is  still  very  much 
on  the  sick  list.  We  pray  that  she  will  soon 
enjoy  perfect  health. 

SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Bruce  R.  Peterson, 

12  Walter  Hill  Avenue,  Eastlea. 

Reported  by  Imelda  Williams 

This  month  we  report  the  departure  of 
Elder  Cole  for  Johannesburg,  on  the  25th 
of  August.  We  were  sorry  to  say  goodbye 
to  Elder  Cole  as  we  have  very  much  en- 
joyed having  him  with  us  here. 

We  also  report  the  arrival  of  Elder 
Crabtree  on  August  31st.  Elder  Crabtree 
has  already  settled  down  in  Rhodesia  and 
we  hope  that  he  will  enjoy  the  time  spent 
with  us. 

We  extend  a  special  welcome  to  the  four 
new  members  who  were  baptized  on  Sun- 
day afternoon,  the  24th  of  August,  in  the 
Prince  Edward  School  swimming  pool. 

We  were  very  pleased  to  meet  Brother 
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and  Sister  Jones  and  their  two  sons,  Ronald 
and  Jerry,  from  California.  It  was  indeed 
a  pleasure  to  have  them  with  us,  even 
though  it  was  for  such  a  short  while. 

The  Fire-side  chat  this  month,  was  held 
as  usual  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the  month 
when  Mr.  Ernest  Masterton  conducted  an 
evening  of  fine  recorded  music. 

On  Occupation  Day  (12th  of  September) 
five  of  us  cycling  "enthusiasts"  went  just 
over  nine  miles  out  of  town  for  the  day. 
Summer  having  just  set  in,  we  all  came 
back  with  rather  sunburnt  faces. 

Although  we  thought  summer  had  come 
to  stay,  a  sudden  change  in  temperature 
has  resulted  in  a  number  of  coughs  and 
colds.  And  no  wonder,  when  the  hottest 
and  the  coldest  days  of  the  year  are  within 
six  days  of  each  other! 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Elder  Clifford  A.  Coon,  21  Bulwer  Road, 

Durban. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlbum 

A  Square  Dance,  sponsored  by  the  M.I.A. 
on  the  26th  of  August,  was  one  of  the  most 
successful  to  date.  Our  hall  fairly  bulged 
with  happy,  laughing  squares. 

The  Relief  Society  conducted  the  Sacra- 
ment Service  on  the  7th  September,  and 
their  programme  was  an  outstanding  one. 
The  theme  for  the  evening  was  "Family 
Hour"  and  talks  pertaining  to  that  subject 
were  given  by  Sisters  Jean  Marchand, 
Joyce  Wahlburn,  and  little  Marguerite 
Cameron.  Musical  items  were  provided  by 
the  Branch  Girls'  Chorus,  and  Elder  Coon. 

Sister  Natalie  Fagan  and  Sister  Lavinia 
Bosse  have  been  training  our  Children's 
Choir  for  some  time,  and  their  time  and 
patience  were  well  rewarded  when  the 
Choir  sang  at  a  Sacrament  meeting  during 
the  month. 

We  have  had  some  news  from  across  the 
sea  again.  Sister  Gwenneth  Ingram  and 
Elder  N.  E.  Stockton  were  married  on  the 
20th  of  August,  1952,  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  M.  M.  Merrill  in  Hillspring, 
Canada.  We  wish  them  both  every  happi- 
ness. 

A  baby  boy  was  born  to  Dr.  and  Sister 
Bennee  in  Cardston,  Canada,  on  the  11th 
of  September,  1952. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch     President:     Brother     Daniel     A. 

Cherrett,  14,  Serpentine.  Pinelands. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith. 

Spring  is  at  last  in  the  air,  and  although 
the  weather  is  still  a  trifle  cold,  we  are  all 
beginning  to  feel  that  it  will  soon  be  "the 


sunny  Cape"  again.  Perhaps  that  is  the 
reason  why  the  Square  dances  which  have 
been  arranged  by  our  Baseball  Team  have 
proved  so  successful.  The  first  of  these 
was  held  on  August  30th,  when  a  crowd 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  people  "prom- 
enaded" to  the  calling  of  Elder  Ellsworth. 
The  second  "hoe-down"  was  held  on  Sep- 
tember 5th,  and  proved  to  be  as  popular 
as  its  predecessor. 

Our  very  sincere  sympathy  goes  to  Sister 
Cecilia  Harvey,  Mr.  Bill  Harvey  and  family 
on  the  death  of  Mrs.  McCallum  (Mr. 
Harvey's  mother).  We  pray  that  they 
may  be  comforted  in  their  sorrow  for  their 
dear  one. 

We  are  glad  to  have  Sister  Harvey  with 
us  for  a  short  while,  although  we  were 
sorry  to  learn  that  her  visit  was  due  to  the 
serious  illness  of  her  mother-in-law.  Young 
Alan  Bibb  travelled  to  Cape  Town  with  his 
Harvey  grand-parents,  and  is  enjoying  his 
stay  with  the  Bibb  family. 

Little  Arlene  Higgs  was  another  of  our 
"small  fry"  who  enjoyed  a  holiday  with 
her  Granny,  when  she  and  Sister  Ida  Kehl 
spent  a  few  days  at  George. 

We  offer  our  heartiest  congratulations  to 
Brother  Ernest  and  Sister  Arlene  Booth  on 
the  birth  of  their  third  daughter.  Little 
Susan  was  born  on  August  29th. 

The  rummage-sale,  which  was  a  joint 
effort  by  the  Sunday  School  and  the  Scouts, 
raised  the  funds  by  £13.  Brother  Alfred 
Shelver  and  Brother  Gordon  Terblanche 
were  responsible  for  the  amount  of  work 
that  went  into  making  this  sale  worth- 
while. 

Welcome  home  to  Sister  Perkins,  who 
has  been  "wintering"  in  the  Free  State.  It 
is  good  to  see  her  and  Dawn  back  at  our 
evening  services. 

We  also  welcome  Brother  George  Bibb, 
who  has  returned  from  Mossel  Bay.  He  just 
had  to  get  back  to  the  Cape  for  the  base- 
ball season. 

The  evening  service  on  September  7th 
was  arranged  by  the  Relief  Society.  Sisters 
Jean  Wright  and  May  Rayner  spoke  on  the 
"Family  Hour"  and  the  need  for  family 
unity.  The  Sisters'  Choir,  under  the  baton 
of  Brother  Sam  Rayner,  sang  "Home,  Sweet 
Home,"  and  a  demonstration  of  how  a 
family  began  its  "Family  Hour"  was  given. 
This  was  a  very  fine  programme  and 
greatly  enjoyed  by  all  who  were  present. 
It  was  an  especially  fine  gathering,  because 
everybody  was  invited  to  sit  in  his  own 
family  group. 
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The  Primary  Food  sale  was  held  at 
"Cumorah"  on  Saturday,  13th.  Sister  Hilda 
Dyason  and  her  helpers  deserve  a  "pat  on 
the  back"  for  the  good  work  that  they  put 
into  this  effort,  in  which  they  were  assisted 
by  theBellville  Branch. 

Sister  Leonora  Zinn  Joubert  has  returned 
to  Durban.  We  hope  that  her  brief  stay  at 
the  Cape  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  her 
health,  and  that  she  will  be  able  to  take 
part  in  all  the  activities  of  the  Natal 
Branch. 

We  are  pleased  to  welcome  Sisters  Feen 
and  Yvonne  Ninow  back  after  their  vaca- 
tion in  Rhodesia. 

Our  very  good  wishes  go  with  Sisters 
Yvonne  Matthews  and  Pat  Murphy,  who 
left  for  Salt  Lake  City  on  the  29th.  It  was 
a  real  treat  to  make  the  acquaintance  of 
Sister  Pat  and  although  Sister  Matthews 
only  had  a  couple  of  days  in  Cape  Town, 
we  feel  sure  that  she  spent  that  time  in 
renewing  the  acquaintances  she  had  made 
during  the  period  of  her  mission  in  our 
city. 

Encouraged  by  the  success  of  the  Sunday 
School  and  Scouts  rummage-sale,  the  Base- 
ball Team  decided  to  hold  one  of  their  own 
on  the  20th.  The  work  that  they  put  into 
this  sale  proved  itself  worth  the  energy 
expended,  as  their  funds  have  been  sub- 
stantially increased  by  the  results. 

We  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  Brother 
Geldenhuys,  who  was  baptized  by  Elder 
Pace  on  September  21st.  It  is  good  to  see 
our  investigators  taking  the  road  into  mem- 
bership of  the  Church,  and  we  look  forward 
to  seeing  the  year's  new  members  becom- 
ing active  workers  in  the  Branch. 

At  the  time  of  going  to  print,  there  is 
much  activity  about  the  Branch,  because 
everybody  is  preparing  for  the  "gala" 
square  dance  which  is  to  be  held  at  Gordon's 
Institute  on  the  27th.  An  air  of  secrecy 
pervades  M.I.A.  activities,  as  the  plans  for 
the  Gold  and  Green  Ball  approach  their 
completion.  This  bids  to  be  the  greatest 
social  event  of  the  Mormon  year,  and  we 
hope  to  see  all  of  our  members  in  atten- 
dance— some  to  dance,  some  to  watch, 
some  to  serve  and  others  to  reminisce. 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Nicholas  Goosen, 

"Zerin,"  Mayville  Road,  Bellville. 

Reported  by  Dorathea  Storey 

On  the  31st  of  August  the  Branch  held  its 
Branch  Conference.  There  were  many  visi- 
tors present.    President  and  Sister  Wright 


were  the  main  speakers  in  the  afternoon 
session. 

We  were  pleased  to  welcome  Brother 
Edwin  Jakins  back  from  his  long  holiday 
which,  he  tells  us,  he  thoroughly  enjoyed. 

The  Branch  Primaries  joined  with  the 
"Cumorah"  Branch  in  a  food  sale.  The  pro- 
ceeds were  very  satisfactory. 

The  Relief  Society  took  charge  of  the 
evening  meeting  on  September  14th.  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Wright  were  also  present  at 
this  meeting  and  Sister  Wright  addressed 


us. 


SPRINGS  BRANCH 


Branch  President:  H.  Hugo,  51,  Athlone 

Avenue,  Strubenvale,  Springs. 

Reported  by  Mavis  E.  Louw 

Congratulations  to  Brother  John  Jubber 
and  his  wife  on  the  arrival  of  a  lovely 
daughter. 

A  very  fine  programme  was  organized 
for  the  branch  conference  by  the  Branch 
Presidency.  Brother  Willie  Brummer  from 
North-western  Branch  was  the  guest 
speaker.  He  was  accompanied  by  Sister 
Brummer  and  Jeanette. 

Sister  Yvonne  Matthews,  accompanied 
by  Sister  Thelma  Ninow,  came  to  say  fare- 
well to  us.  She  gave  a  short  talk  on  living 
the  gospel.  We  wish  Sister  Yvonne  God 
speed  and  hope  she  will  be  happy  in  her 
new  home.  We  will  miss  her  smiling  face 
and  outstanding  personality. 

Our  Branch  President,  Brother  Hugo,  and 
Mrs.  Hugo  enjoyed  a  very  exciting  and 
eventful  vacation  in  the  Kruger  National 
Park. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  Brother  Elmer 
Muir  who  has  at  last  joined  his  family  in 
Springs. 

Ronnie  Louw  has  been  in  the  news  with 
his  square  dance  calling.  He  called  for  a 
children's  exhibition  at  the  Palladium 
Theatre.  In  this  square,  composed  of  chil- 
dren only,  Kenny  and  Wynne  Armstrong 
and  Marlene  Louw  were  included.  Ronnie 
was  also  invited  to  call  at  a  variety  concert 
given  by  the  Anglican  Church  Sunday 
School. 

Brothers  Hugo  and  I.  C.  Louw  met  the 
Provincial  Town  planning  committee  to 
inspect  the  site  where  we  hope  to  build 
our  chapel  in  the  near  future. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Brother 
Quinten  Campbell  has  been  off  work  with 
cement  poisoning,  his  hands  are  badly 
affected.  We  pray  that  he  may  soon  be 
well. 
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Brother  and  Si.'iler  Johnson  have  enjoyed 
a  well  earned  holiday  in  Durban. 
RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  George  C.  Ganter, 

132.  Stanhope  Road.  Malvern  East. 

Reported  by  Mary  Millun  Stark 

Friends  and  relatives  of  Ernia  Muir  and 
Roy  Rutherford  gathered  at  Ramah  on  29th 
of  August  to  attend  the  nuptials  of  this 
happy  young  couple.  The  bride  is  the 
fourth  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Norman  Muir  and  a  popular  member  of  the 
"younger  set."  The  v^edding  took  place  at 
7.30  p.m.  and  after  the  ceremony,  which 
was  conducted  by  Brother  Ganter,  the 
guests  gathered  in  the  adjoining  rooms  to 
congratulate  the  lucky  bridegroom.  The 
bride's  sister,  Myrtle  Sharp,  was  the 
matron-of-honour,  and  her  charming  frock 
of  green  was  a  graceful  contrast  to  the 
bride's  wedding  gown  of  palest  pink,  while 
little  June  made  a  piquant  flower-girl. 
Brother  Harry  Sharp  ably  filled  the  role  of 
best  man  and  capably  steered  Roy  through 
this  simple  but  impressive  ceremony.  The 
young  couple  left  later  in  the  evening  for 
a  honeymoon  in  Natal. 

On  the  1st  of  September  members  and 
friends  gathered  at  Park  Station  to  bid 
farewell  to  Brother  William  Wood,  Snr., 
who  left  for  Cape  Town  en  route  for  Scot- 
land and  later  the  United  States  of 
America.  His  cheerfulness  and  faith  in  the 
Gospel  will  be  missed  by  all  those  who 
have  known  him. 

The  first  Sunday  Evening  Sacrament  ser- 
vice in  September  was  conducted  by  the 
Relief  Society,  whose  theme  was  "Family 
Hour"  and  "Love  at  Home."  Sister  K. 
Smith  spoke  on  the  second  theme  and  Sister 
Stark  enlarged  on  Family  Hour.  The  Re- 
lief Society  Chorus  rendered  two  numbers 
while  Sisters  Barnes  and  Matthews  sang  a 
duet,  which  were  both  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Milne.  The  President,  Sister  Ann  Ganter. 
and  her  Counsellors,  Sisters  Reckas  and 
Clark,  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  skill 
with  which  they  handled  this  meeting  and 
for  the  addresses  given. 

The  Relief  Society  again  displayed  its 
flair  for  organisation  when  the  sisters 
served  a  Farewell  Banquet  on  the  12th  of 
September  at  Ramah  to  honour  and  bid 
farewell  to  Sister  Yvonne  Matthews  who 
left  three  days  later  for  the  United  States 
of  America.  Over  a  hundred  people  gath- 
ered to  join  the  Branch  in  expressing  re- 


gret at  losing  such  a  valiant  Latter-day 
Saint  and  to  wish  her  Bon  Voyage  and 
prosperity  in  this  venture.  The  ladies  of 
the  Relief  Society  provided  all  the  items 
served  and  Elder  McKay  and  his  co-stars 
entertained  the  gathering,  while  the  Master 
of  Ceremonies.  Brother  Hans  Rohde,  ably 
conducted  the  evening's  programme,  and 
on  behalf  of  the  Branch  members  presented 
a  jewel  case  and  a  cheque  to  Yvonne  as  a 
token  of  appreciation  for  the  sterling  ser- 
vices she  has  rendered  the  Branch  and  the 
Mission.  Sister  Yvonne  served  an  honour- 
able mission  in  Cape  Town  and  prior  to  her 
departure  she  held  the  office  of  President 
of  the  Y.W.M.LA.,  teacher  in  the  Sunday 
School  and  the  Primary.  Her  cheerful  and 
willing  service  will  be  sadly  missed.  We 
know,  however,  that  she  will  continue  as  a 
worker  in  the  Church  in  her  new  home  in 
Salt  Lake  City 

Ramah  members  are  happy  to  have 
Brother  and  Sister  Jones  and  their  sons, 
Jerry  and  Ronald  attending  meetings  here. 
They  have  just  returned  from  a  wonderful 
trip  visiting  places  of  interest  in  Belgian 
Congo,  Tanganyika,  Kenya  and  Rhodesia. 
After  their  arrival  they  left  for  a  short  visit 
to  the  Kruger  National  Park  and  have  re- 
turned sunburned  but  happy  to  settle  here 
in  Johannesburg  for  a  spell.  Brother  Jones 
has  enjoyed  meeting  with  members  who 
were  active  here  when  he  served  a  mission 
in  South  Africa  about  twenty-eight  years 
ago. 

For  the  holding  of  the  annual  Gold  and 
Green  Ball  the  Park  Hall  was  rented,  a 
good  orchestra  hired,  beautiful  decorations 
were  erected  and  the  Mutual  officers 
heaved  sighs  of  relief  when  it  became  evi- 
dent that  another  Ball  had  been  success- 
fully launched.  President  Wright  and 
President  Wilson  were  honoured  visitors  as 
were  Brother  and  Sister  Louw.  According 
to  custom  a  representative  came  from  each 
branch  from  which  group  the  Queen  of 
the  Ball  was  chosen.  Sister  Peggy  Futter 
came  from  Springs,  Sister  Mona  Brummer 
from  the  North-western  branch  and  Sister 
Thelma  Ninow  from  Ramah.  The  latter 
was  chosen  Queen  and  crowned  by  Presi- 
dent Wright  amid  applause  from  the  gath- 
ering. The  Mutual  officers  deserved  the 
congratulations  offered  them  for  a  very  suc- 
cessful and  enjoyable  Ball. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Maartens  whose  home  has  been  blessed  by 
the  arrival  of  a  daughter. 
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